Potrero Planning Group Meeting of March 8, 2007

Transcribed by Jan M. Hedlun

janwrites2005@yahoo.com
Note:  These are not the official minutes of the meeting.  This is an incomplete transcription of the March Meeting.
NOTE:  For whatever reason voices were very difficult to hear on this tape if they weren’t close to the microphone.  I was unable to discern many of the voices and the questions asked or comments made.  I will do my best to come up with a solution by the next meeting.
Please forgive the notes or any misspelling of names.  I have done the best I could, transcribing from a tape of the meeting.  Some of the questions, sentences or statements were lost in the mixture of voices.  Some people spoke softly.  The microphone can only catch so much.  Even thought I was at the meeting there were a few times I couldn’t tell whose voice was who and I had to resort to the acronyms listed below.
PR or Potrero Resident or

FPR for Female Potrero Resident or

MPR for Male Potrero Resident.  
FBM
Female Board Member

MBM
Male Board Member

PGM
Planning Group Member
Sometimes there were more than one person speaking and I’ve added a number as well.

The participants that I recognized, or heard their name spoken were:
The list below is inaccurate and incomplete.  I have not finished reviewing the tape to see who was there and my list, made at the meeting, disappeared there and hasn’t been seen since.   jmh 4-4-07
GH
Gordon Hammers

Planning Group Member - Chairman


TF
Thell Fowler


Planning Group Member – Vice Chair

MJ
Mary Johnson


Planning Group Member

JJ
Jerry Johnson


Planning Group Member

EB
Eric Berger


Planning Group Member

ES
Emil Susu


Planning Group Member

JH
Jan Hedlun


Planning Group Member

MR
Mike Rubaclaba


Planning Group Member

RAr
Robert Arnold


Resident

RA
Roxane Arispe


Resident

MB
Marilyn Boryla


Resident

EdB
Ed Boryla


Resident
MBo
Marion Bowles


Resident
HC
Helen Cramer


Resident

BC
Billy Crawley


Resident

EG
Eleanor Gesler


Resident
LF
Linda F
FM
Fran Mattera


Resident (I am not sure of the spelling of this individual’s name)

CM
Carl Meyer


Resident

RP
Robert Pena


Resident
  P
   Pena



Resident
CR
Cathy Ramsey


Resident

DR
Dania Raum


New Resident

DaR
David Raum


New Resident

WS
Winnie Silestro


Resident (I am not sure of the spelling of this individual’s name)

RS
Ralph Stephens


Resident

ES
Eleanor Stephens

Resident

JW
Jim Wildey


Resident

LW
Luisa Wildey


Resident
BW
Brenda Wise
BB
Brian Bonfiglio


Guest – Blackwater Representative
RL
Raymond Lutz


Guest – Citizens’ Oversight

Before beginning of meeting.

RL
My name is Raymond Lutz and I’m with citizensoversight.org.  According to the Brown Act, that I have right here, anybody can attend the meeting without signing in and anybody can speak at this meeting.  I represent citizens and the public.  I want more participation in meetings and you do not have to identify yourself if you do not want to.  Now you can ask for it and somebody can say I decline.

JJ
I don’t believe that’s true.

RL
Then you can show me where it says that.
JJ
That’s your paper.  It’s not mine.  We have our . . . 

RL
This is the law.

JJ
. . . own Standing Rules.  We’ve been doing that for . . . and the Board of Supervisor’s is also follows the same laws that we do.  
RL
Well, it’s okay.  (couldn’t hear first words) can go by your rules but I will put a (missed word) complaint . . .

JJ 
You can present those rules for another meeting but I can’t . . .

GH
Well, do what you have to do.  Our rules are if you don’t identify yourself, we don’t know who you are, we have no idea of your credibility and you will not be recognized to speak.  Okay . . . 

JJ
It’s our rules, I’m sorry.

GH
We’ll open the meeting and if everyone will rise.  Jerry, will you lead us in the pledge?

JJ
Sure.  Please follow me.

Group recites the Pledge of Allegiance.

GH
You may be seated.  Will the secretary call the roll?
MJ
Gordon Hammers?

GH
Present.

MJ
Thell Fowler?

TF
Here.

MJ
Mike Rubaclaba?

MR
Here.

MJ
Jan Hedlun?

JH
Here.

MJ
Jerry Johnson?

JJ
Here.

MJ
Mary Johnson?  Here.

MJ
Emil?

ES
Here.

MJ
Eric Berger?

EB
Here.

MJ
Janet Wright?

JW
Here.

MJ
I have seven here and two not here.  (low voiced murmur)  . . . eight.  Where’s Emil?
EB
Right there.  He said he’s here.

MJ
Well I couldn’t hear him.

GH
Folks.  You’re going to have to put the chair down.  The secretary can’t hear to take notes.  If you need more chairs, y’know, there are some here.  

MJ
So I have eight present, one absent.

GH
Okay, I request that all cell phones be turned off.  And all phaser’s put on stun.

General laughter.

GH
With the opportunity for the public to address the board on any subject within its purview that is not on the agenda.  Anything to do with Blackwater is on the agenda and is not recognized at this time.  Billly.

BC
I have a question about the junkyard off of 94.  Bell Valley and (couldn’t make out some of words). I was curious about that.  Have you heard anything . . . ?

GH
I hadn’t heard a thing about it.  There’s been no major use permits filed with us.

EB
It’s called Maggie’s Bedroom.

BC
It’s between Bell Valley . . . 

EB
Bell Valley . . . 

BC
. . . and Harris Ranch Road.  

GH
A junkyard?

MPR
Maggie’s Bedroom.

EB
Sure looks like one.

MPR1
Looks like one.

FPR
All those trucks and junk.

GH
Oh.  No that’s not an official junkyard.  A person was going to put in a vehicle museum and he passed away.  And now its there for his descendents to clean up.
EB
Kinda like my place.

Low key discussion.

GH
Okay.  Anybody else.

RS
Yes.  We’ve been talking about jobs (couldn’t make out a few words).  60 jobs, 35 that are part time.  

GH
That’s Blackwater.

RS
That’s Blackwater.  That’s Potrero on Blackwater.  

GH
We can take that up under Blackwater. 

RS
I’ve never heard it mentioned how many full time or whatever, and everybody I’ve talked to (missed word) it’s full-time.
GH
That can be addressed during Blackwater.  Any other item that is not on the agenda?  Yes?

RP
Will that be . . . later on . . .  will we be able to address any Blackwater question or just what’s on this agenda?  

GH
We’re going to have an open forum.  You can see the last item there is an open forum.

RP
Yes, I understand that but it’s an open forum question and answer with Brian.  But, I don’t want to speak to Brian.  I want to speak to the Board.  So is it an open question . . . 

GH
Your letter is coming up here pretty quick.

RP
Oh, it is?

GH
Yes.

RP
Okay.

GH
It’s under the review of correspondence.

RP 
All right.  Thank you.

GH
Okay.  Any others have anything that’s not on the agenda?

JH
Actually, Luisa has something  . . . 

GH
Luisa.

LW
Luisa Wildey.  Hello.  I notice that there was (missed a few words) newsletter was posted on the bulletin board  by the Post Office.  (missed a few words)  and it was removed.  Y’know, what’s going on?  The newsletter, your letter and Brian’s letter  (missed words).  
GH
Well, we have some emotional people that can’t tolerate a difference of opinion.

JH
Well, it’s gone . . . excuse me . . . but it’s gone both ways.  I had some stuff up and it was removed.  So it isn’t just one side or the other.  It’s everyone doing it.  So it’s just what’s going on in the community right now.

GH
There are people who can’t stand differences of opinion.

LW
Okay.

GH
Regardless of what the opinion is. (couldn’t make out first words) . . . on my opinion.
JH
There’s a lady over there.

GH
Yes.

LF
I would like . . . 

GH
Would you identify yourself please.

LF
Okay.  My name is Linda Falk (?) and I would like to know . . . we’ve lived here for four years, y’know I don’t understand why your County has people cutting down trees (couldn’t hear last part of sentence).

EB
Good question.

GH
Well, that’s just like bank robbers.  I don’t know why they’re allowed.

LF
Okay.  So what can we do about it?  I’ve been writing it for four years.

EB
Linda, do you know who owns the trees?  Who’s property they’re on?

LF
Yes I do.

EB
Do you know who’s cutting them down?

LF
Yes I do.

EB
Call the Sheriff.  Call 911.

LF
Duh!!!  I’ve been doing that.

EB 
Did he ever show up?

LF
A few times.  (couldn’t make out her sentences except . . . )  We don’t care.  

EB
Take pictures.  

LF
I have.

EB
There you go.

LF
Okay.   But you guys are the community, right?  How come you haven’t done anything about this?

GH
We have absolutely no law enforcement authority.  

EB
We’re an advisory committee to the County Planning Commission.  That’s all we are.  Advisory group for the planning commission.  

LF
(couldn’t hear what she said)

EB
First I heard about it.

JH
First I heard about it.

BC
Does the property owner aware of it?  

LF
(couldn’t make out first sentence).  Of course they are.  Nobody does anything about it.  

GH
Well, if the property owner doesn’t do anything about it . . . 

LF
. . . Wacker . . . 

general laughter.

JH
No . . . 

GH
That explains it but . . .

LF
But there is a preserve behind my house.  Now, I came home from work one day and the tree was dropped.  Right when I got home from work.  (couldn’t hear last statement).
JJ
Dead tree.

LF
No.  
MJ
It doesn’t matter, it’s on somebody else’s property.  
LF
No, it’s on a preserve.  

EB
Hmmm.

LF
(couldn’t make out her sentence)

MPR
Y’know.  Call the Forest Service.

LF
I will.

GH
I think I saw another hand waving somewhere.  Yes.

LW
Luisa Wildey.  (Couldn’t hear her entire statement).

LF
(couldn’t hear her response).

GH
Okay . . . 

JH
I’m Jan Hedlun.  I’m a Board member.  Gordon was unable to get me the document that initiated the vote on December 14th, and since I couldn’t go a friend of mine went down to the County and what they got was a  blanl piece of paper pretty much like this.  There was nothing filled out on it, I have a copy in my binder.  And when he asked where the information was they told him to call you (directing that comment to Gordon).  So you may want to find out what happened with that document because it is not there at the County.  It’s just like what you showed me.  It’s blank.  It doesn’t have Jarret’s name, or a phone number or anything.  And they said to contact you.  

GH
Well, it was mailed into the address on the thing.

JH
Right.  I’m just . . . 

GH
What does that form . . .where does it say to send it?

JH
Ruffin Road.  

GH
Right.

JH
So they’re saying, . . . but, they are telling people that you have a copy of it.  So that’s what I’m sharing with you right now.

GH
I only send the original.  Unless I photocopy it I don’t have a copy.
JH
So right now the copy that purportedly initiated the vote is not at the County.

GH
It is at the County but . . . 

JJ
But they could lose stuff . . . papers.

GH
The . . . . it goes to the County and . . . if any of you are interested its DPLU Form 534.  

JH
Robert?  Were you the fine friend . . . ?

RAr
Well, to tell you the truth, I was there and (couldn’t hear this part of sentence).  I pretty much watched them for about three hours and (couldn’t hear) . . . asked twice.  They asked a instructor to come up even said Gordon . . . your number (couldn’t make out rest of sentence).  
GH
Well, I’m not going to defend the County.  We’ve all dealt with the County.  Am I surprised?  No.  All I can tell you is that I sent it in.  

CM
Do you have any correspondence?

GH
Yes, but we’re not there yet.  We’re still on another item.  Any other opportunities for the public to address the board on any subject within its purview that is not on the agenda?

JH
Yes, I have one more, and this is going to require clarification and let me go throughout the whole thing because I’m gonna kind of  . . . your name again was?
RL
Yes.  Your . . . can you hang on for a second because this is not public comment if you’re on the Board.  If you’re on the Board you’re not supposed to be speaking   This is public comment.  

JH
All right.

RL
So anybody in the public, is supposed . . . according to the rules, and I’ll quote them some more.  The Board is not supposed to act.  But you can answer questions about anything that’s brought up during public comment.  Write it down for future agenda items.  Cause everybody else in the community would like to know something that’s brought up so it can get it on the agenda for the people that don’t show up.  Now, probably everybody that’s here but on most meetings its more important.

GH
Well, you go ahead and write us up.  The Chair recognizes Jan.

JH
Okay.  It is about clarification on the – now my mind just went absolutely blank.  Well, you had referred to being able to  . . .it’s about signing and having to sign in to speak.  I have looked all the way through I-1 and I’ve looked all the way through the Brown Act and there is nothing that says, and not withstanding the Board of Supervisors does it, there is nothing that says anybody has to sign in to speak.  Absolutely nothing.  
GH
This gentleman brought up the . . . that point.

JH
I understand.  I’m not done.   And you mentioned the Standing Rules and it said, “the Standing Rules may supplement Policy I-1 and the Brown Act but may not supercede it in any manner.”  So I want clarification towards the next meeting as to why we do this and denied somebody who wanted to remain anonymous, last month, and denied them the ability to speak.  
GH
I’ll take the responsibility for . . . 
JJ
I’d like to address that.  I’ve been going to the County for umpteen years, and going to the County meetings and you always had to sign in if you wanted to speak, otherwise you don’t have a chance.   Ever since we’ve had this group going back way to the GPA we have used this as a principal .  And that has been an established fact for a long time, its been here ever since I’ve been a member since 1973 and I don’t see why it has to be changed now by somebody thinking it should be.
GH
Well . . . 

JJ
Sorry.

GH
. . . the other reason why we like to do it is because you’re taping the meeting..  How do we know, when you’re listening to the tape, later on, whether the person who is speaking was speaking from authority or just some person who may not know.  You have to know who it is in order to be able to judge statement.
JH
It shouldn’t matter who . . . it shouldn’t matter.  Everyone by law, and by the Constitution are allowed to speak no matter if we believe they are sane, insane or whatever.  They are supposed to be allowed to speak no matter what.  

JJ
Out established practice has been, and has been  . . . 

Round of applause drowned out what Jerry was trying to say.

JH
And I know it’s an established practice but you all keep quoting . . . and I’m new here.  All right.  I have only been here since November.  I don’t . . . I haven’t gone to the class that they say . . . that I just found out that they say they have down at the County.  I haven’t got . . . no one gave me the Brown Act.  No one gave me Policy I-1.  No one has given me instruction on how to be a planning group member.  I am scrambling as – doing the best I can here.  And so when I’m . . . 

more applause

GH
There is a class scheduled, right?

JH
Hold on.  I’m going by what . . . you all keep quoting the Brown Act and I-1 and I cannot find anything in there that states that you have to sign a document.  It’s supposed to always be voluntary and if somebody wants to remain anonymous as far as I know they’re supposed to be allowed to remain anonymous and be able to speak.  And that’s as far as I know that goes all the way to the Constitution.  So I don’t understand, and I’m asking for that clarification, the Board of Supervisor’s may be wrong.  I don’t know.  They’re not God.  So I am asking for that clarification for when these two documents, that are consistently quoted, do not state that you have to sign a piece of paper and put your name down because it is all supposed to be voluntary.  That’s what I am asking and that’s why I want absolute clarification by the next meeting.  By the next meeting.
GH
Let me give you a couple of issues.  You’re going to go to the training class, right?

JH
I haven’t even . . . I just found out about it.  I didn’t even know it existed.  I’m looking through these policies and I’m finding this out by my own research not by anyone helping me here.  So I didn’t even know there was one until I was looking through these policies today.

JJ
 They should have sent it to her automatically.
GH
You have your hand up.  Do you want to address that issue?

ES
(couldn’t’ make out first sentence).  I think she was a member of the Board before, right?

JH
No.
TF
No.  She never has.

JH
This is my first time.  

ES
I’m just . . . I’m just  . . . I was told that . . . that you were a member before so . . . .

GH
I’ve been to (couldn’t make out sentence) . . .  a number of things.  I’ve also been to (missed word) the rural fire department.  In every one of those meetings something came up and we were told that you’re going to have to sign in, if you want to speak you have to identify yourself.  Now, you wrote some letters that you and I discussed at one time and you were talking about the credibility of what was stated.  How does anybody know the credibility if you said “well, it was on the tape.”  Well, how do you know the credibility of what was stated if you don’t know who said it?  
JH
It shouldn’t matter because everyone has the right to speak.  Credibility is a supposition.  I don’t know if you’re credible.  I would love if more people would love . . . 

general comments 

JH
. . . I would love if more people would identified themselves because I get in the mix of this trying to transcribe this and I lose track of voices and I can’t keep up with it so I have to use acronyms.  But it shouldn’t matter about credibility.  It matters what people say and it matters that what they have said gets out to other community members who cannot be here.  

GH
Okay.  I think we beat this subject to death.

JH
I agree.

GH
Luisa.  You need to give somebody else a turn.  Brenda.

BW
On . . I can understand Jan’s point of view and I understand yours also . . . we also run our business on the Brown Act.  I care whether they are credible or not, or who’s saying what.  When I read things that . . .  I want to know who said it so I can determine, in my mind whether they are credible or not.  If you just put down there that they are an anonymous Potrero resident, that’s one thing, but just nothing is down, just a female, then I want to know if they’re a resident here or if they were out . . . so I . . . I’m fine with not giving a name, but at least know where they’re from. 

JH
Most of the people . . . I will answer that . . . most of the people that are speaking are residents so I put FPR which is Female Potrero Resident, Male Potrero Resident , Male Board Member, Female Board Member, I can usually tell in the continuation – I recognize the voices enough – but I’m not going to put somebody’s initials down unless I am absolutely sure.  

GH
We’re dragging on.  We have a big agenda.  Thank you folks for bringing this procedural question to our attention.  We will certainly check into it.

BC
Just a quick comment.  It is not necessarily who’s credible but what they’re saying is credible.

JH
Thank you.

BC
And the way to determine that is by being able to contribute . . . quote something and be able to look it up and back your findings whether it’s (couldn’t make out last words).  
GH
There’s been a lot of heresay stuff in the past and that’s why . . . okay, we need to move on.

FPR
It’s not controversial.  It shouldn’t take me a long time.  The people who are taking down the notices, when there was a conference (couldn’t make out next few words) some people might not have known that were taking down notices that might have . . . so . .  (could not make out the rest of her statement).  
General comment.

Note:
At this point a woman was handing a document to Gordon and then began passing them out to the entire Potrero Planning Group Board.

ZR
. . .  violation of the Brown Act.  I have a copies for every one of them.

JH
What did you say?  I did not hear what you said.

ZR
I pretty much said this is a Cure to Correct Letter that I am demanding a (couldn’t make out last word).

JH
What does that mean?

GH
Okay – she has identified herrself. 

ZR
Yes I have, as a matter of fact. Just because I think I had to possibly because it might end up in court.

GH
Okay.

ZR
Are you a member of the Board?  Who’s a member of the board?

Several voices and couldn’t make out what was said, then a burst of laughter and a couple of claps.

JH
May I ask, specifically, excuse me.  Excuse me . . . 

GH
The Chair recognizes Jan.

JH
May I ask what this means?  I don’t’ understand what this means.  I’m new.
ZR
Okay.  A  Cure and Correct amend letter is something that an individual, a district attorney or anyone can file against a planning group to say that they are in violation of the Brown Act (couldn’t make out a word).  This letter that they just received; Gordon has got to reply to it within 30 days – he either, he has to Cure and Correct the vote that happened on December 14th, because it happened during a meeting that (missed word) was in violation of the Brown Act.  So he needs to nullify the vote and proceed as directed in this or else it goes . . . he will need to know before (missed words) then an injunction to suspend it.
MPR
Healthy!

FPR
Yeah!

Round of applause.  General commotion.  

GH
Okay.  We have a tit for tat going there and everybody wants to follow the rules.  Nobody will speak unless you are recognized by – the – Chair!  We’re going to follow the rules, okay?  That’s enough of this bull.

One person claps.

JJ
Here here.

GH 
Okay.  Approval of the minutes to the last meeting.

JJ
I make a motion they be approved.  I have . . . I read them  Let’s not to take three hours (couldn’t make out last part of his sentence).
JH
There’s – wait.  There’s two things that I feel need to be addressed.  On page two on the review of the Hotline article by Gordon and Jan, later in the meeting it came to our attention that the figures that I originally said were correct, weren’t and that was handed over to the Hotline later as a correction.  So I would like that to be amended.  

JJ
Which one is this now?

JH
Page two . . . 

EB
Number three.  

JH
Number three.

JJ
To the Hotline.
JH
Correct.  What it was is we originally thought that the figures were correct, I said they were, and then later on Brian corrected us and said they weren’t and I would like that to be amended.  And then in light of what Miss Rosell just did, I do not see that she was denied – that the anonymous individual was denied the ability to speak and that is not listed on here either, and that needs to be addressed in the minutes.
MJ
Where should I put that?

JH
I believe it was in the opportunity to . . . no, it wasn’t in the opportunity. . . 

MBM
During Blackwater.

JH
. . .  it was during the Blackwater segment.  And it was during the open . . . 
MJ
Was that last time?  I don’t remember . . . 
JH
It was December . . . I mean February . . . 
MJ
From last time?

JH
February.  It was the February meeting.

JJ
Prior to that.  In January?

JH
No, it was the February meeting . . .  it was just the last one I did.

GH
Yeah.  And if you check the December meeting she wasn’t even here.
JH
No no no no.

GH
So how could the December . . . 

JH
These are the February . . . these are the February minutes, correct?  These are the February Minutes.  Correct?
MJ
Yes.

JH
In February she wanted to remain anonymous and was not allowed to speak and that’s not addressed on this document.

MJ
That was, I think in January?
EB
True.
JH
No  Its right here.  I have the . . . 
EB
Okay.  What she says is correct.

MJ
It was in February then?

JH
It was in February.  It was just last month.
MJ
I just didn’t put down everything everybody said, even if they were saying they were . . . 

JH
I understand.  But that’s . . . in light of what she’s just given us I think that needs to be addressed on the last . . . .

MJ
So what I can do is I can put those into these minutes.

JH
In the February minutes 
MJ
I can put them . . . 

JH
 . . . for an amendment.

MJ
No.  I can put them in the March minutes that some . . . that you wanted me to include that . . . 

JH
To amend the . .. yes.

MJ
That you to go to the February minutes but if I have to amend that then I’ll have to amend a lot of things that a lot of other people said.

JH
Okay, so what you are . . . 

MJ
Going retroactive.
JH
So what you are saying is in the March minutes you will state that I have asked for an amendment to the February minutes and that you will state that in February she was not allowed to speak?  Is that what you’re saying? 

MJ
I . . . 

JH
Instead of going back and fixing this you’re just going to say . . . 

MJ 
I don’t mind fixing that but I don’t know where to put it and this is more of a chronological approach.  And I don’t want to edit everyone’s comments in a synopsis of the minutes so I didn’t put it in, but because . . . in light of the issue I will include it as an example of the issue that we are now working on.  And that she had wanted to speak and was not able to speak and that will clarify that.  
HC
But if these minutes are approved they would be approved as corrected and you could put the correction in right there . . . 

JH
Yes.

MJ
So I can put the correction in that someone wanted to speak without identifying herself . . . 

JH
Correct.

MJ
. . . and we would not, and wasn’t speaking.
JH
Correct.  That someone wanted to remain anonymous and was not allowed to speak.  

Gordon spoke but I couldn’t hear what he said.

JJ
I will accept the minutes.

JH
With the corrections.  

GH
You motion is to accept the minutes . . . 

JJ
As corrected.

GH
All in favor?

Planning group consensus – Aye.

GH
All opposed?

MJ
I’ll put them in but I’ll put them in the March minutes.

GH
Review of correspondence.

JH
I believe they have to go in the February minutes as corrected!  You have to put them in February . . . 
GH
Just put them as a PS on the bottom.

JH
Yeah.  That’s all.  But you have to put them in the February minutes.

GH
Okay.  In the February correspondence we have a number of agendas for the Board of Supervisors and various finding of Board meetings, the traffic advisory committee and from SANDAG.  This correspondence is available for review by anybody that would like to see it.  The . . . normally I arrive at this meeting a half hour before hand.  Anybody who would like to look at the correspondence is welcome arrive a half hour before hand and review this correspondence or you can review it while the meeting is going on.  If you would like to review this correspondence raise your hand.  
Somebody asked a question but her voice was too soft.

GH
Yes.  Call the County.  Okay.  Pass this down to . . . and then pass this down.  Now we also have two other pieces of correspondence.  We have a letter from Jan and we have a letter from Robert Pena.  Oh, and here’s one more.  This is a letter from Save Our Forests and Ranchlands that is requesting to be put on the agenda.  They were already being scheduled to put on the agenda before we received this.   They made the request at the last meeting and they will be put on the agenda at some future time.  
CM
Couldn’t hear what he said.

GH
I’m going to trail the correspondence from Jan and Robert until we get into the Blackwater issue.  Carl.  Don’t speak . . . don’t speak unless recognized by the Chair!  Okay.  We’re being called on the carpet for not following the rules.  You will follow the rules or you will leave.  Okay.  You had your hand up ma’am?
FPR
I just had a question about the (couldn’t make out her sentence – too soft voiced).
GH
Oh.  I have to see what else comes up on the agenda.

FPR
I just wanted to (couldn’t make out her sentence – too soft voiced).  

GH
I’m looking possibly at May or somewhere . . . Duncan McFedtridge gave us a document concerning his arguments.  Some of that stuff is not in our purview.  We will only give on to speak on items that are in our purview.  

We know his standing on other issues and if he wants to share with the public his other issues, he’s more than welcome to contact the Kiwanis Club and rent the hall and schedule a public meeting for that.  At our meetings he’s going to have to deal with stuff that’s in our purview.  

FPR
(too soft voiced to make out her words)

GH
Well, first of all we’re required to post the agenda 72 hours ahead of time.  His request was not received within that time frame.  We’d already scheduled the agenda for this meeting.  And we already have a waiting list that came in before him for next month.  Therefore we’re looking at probably May or June.  This program is going to be going on for two years.  What’s the hurry?

JH
Gordon.  I have a question?  

GH
Okay.

JH
Does someone need to write a letter to have anything placed on the agenda or can they request it in the meeting.  What’s the protocol?

GH
They can do it either way.

JH
Okay.  May I make a request for a future meeting to . . . for new people coming into the board to have a . . . .like a standing rule, y’know,  information . . . I sent you an email on it . . . information packet for them coming in.  Like to know when training are.  Give them an idea . . . I’d really love to set that up because its been very difficult from my point of view to deal with all this without that.
JJ
Jan.  Normally on the previous times it’s always been sent out (missed a few words) from the County.  The County didn’t do it it’s the first time I’ve ever heard of it.  I’ve had it come to me, everybody else on the board that I know has had it come to them.  It’s not our fault.  It’s the County’s fault.
JH
I’m not pointing fault.  I’m asking if I can create something for the future.  For the Board.
JJ
Sure.

GH
In fact  . . . take the County training first.

JH
Of course.  

GH
Okay.  We’re going to move on to discussion of possible action.  Item 1.  PO5-019.  Replacement.  Mrs. Herod.  Are you here?  Do you want to address what this is about.

H
(couldn’t make out first part of sentence) Nextel to put the plan for the tower on . . .  property.  The County has been moving (couldn’t make out the rest of her sentence).
GH
Okay.  And we do have one of the famous documents concerning this issue that the County cannot find.

TO be continued
Letters from Robert Pena (read by Gordon) and my letter (read by myself)

GH
Reading Robert Pena’s Letter
To Gordon Hammers, Chair, Potrero Planning Group from Robert W. Pena, Jr., Concerned resident of Potrero.  Re:  Blackwater West and its impact on Potrero.

I understand I need a formal request to address the group, so I would like you to consider this my request to speak to you as a whole.  Although you may feel you have answered all the concerns satisfactorily, I personally do not feel that they have to my satisfaction.

I would like to address the group on the following issues:

1.  Is the whole Planning Group in favor of the Blackwater issue?  Why?

Gordon’s Response:  

The Potrero Community Planning Group meets the second Thursday of each month.  We have been working these same questions at each meeting.  We can not devote a separate meeting to each person in the community.  Why haven’t you been at these past meetings if you are so interested in having answers to your questions?  Our agendas are set 72 hours before the meeting in accordance with the Brown Act governing open public meetings.  Our agenda for this Thursday, May 8 has already been set.  There will be an open forum with Brian Bonfiglio.  I am sure that some of your questions can be answered at that meeting.  I will try to answer some of your questions as best as I can in this letter.

1.  The whole Planning Group is not in favor of this issue.  I know that Jan Hedlun is opposed to it.  At a meeting previous to Jan coming on the board, we voted limited support for the project.  We required a live fire noise test be conducted to check the claims of a Blackwater consultant that indicated that the noise would not be a problem to the community.  That noise test is scheduled for Saturday, March 24.  A lot of support will be gained or lost based on this test.

Robert Pena’s question # 2

Why are they pushing so hard to get approval?  Are there promises, that we as a community are not aware of?

Gordon’s answer to Robert’s question # 2

You ask why they are pushing so hard to get approval.  How did you come up with that?  They are just doing what the county is requiring of them and Brian Bonfiglio is going the extra mile to make himself available to the community.  Why are you making innuendoes of promises?  None have been made!  Attend the meetings and you should know that.

Robert’s 3rd question.

The noise issues; why do we even have to deal with them?

Gordon’s response:

The noise issues are a requirement of the county.  The tests by the consultants indicate that they will meet the county noise standards.  We are saying that is not good enough for us.  We want to conduct our own tests.

Roberts 4th
Construction Traffic?

GH
Of course there is going to be some construction traffic.  Round Potrero Road and its connectors are in the fastest growing part of the community.  There is construction traffic on Round Potrero Road daily.  Blackwater has agreed that the heavy equipment will be taken down one time and remain there during construction.  They plan to use local people like Arnold Richter who have their equipment up and down that road all the time anyway. 

5.  What are the real benefits to the community?  Are there any?

GH
We are still looking at the benefits to the community.  So far 30 to 60 jobs for locals is the major one, but a lot of smaller benefits are still being evaluated.  I will probably do a Hotline article on this subject in the next couple of months.

6.  Is Brian really the one we should be talking to?  What about opposing views.  Why are all the opposing views being squashed?

GH
The opposing view people have been at every meeting that you have missed and in the newspapers.  I even saw your letter to the editor.  I am not aware of anyone’s views being squashed.

7.  How does the community of Moyock, North Carolina feel about Blackwater in their community>  Did property values go up when they moved in there?

GH
We do not know about Moyock yet, but some of us plan to visit Moyock at our own expense in April to try and find out.  How about you going with us?

8. 
 Why does the planning group feel that 20 ranchettes are worse than the Blackwater training facility?

GH  
Look around Potrero at the trashy places already on parts of Horizon View, Harris Ranch Road and up many dirt roads.  What do these dumps do for our community?  Why have more of them?

9.  
What recourse do we really have, should we decide we do not want them here?  Or has this committee already spoken for us?  Do we have a vote?
GH
No one has spoken for anybody.  Blackwater has just started a 2 year minimum process.  The Potrero Planning Group brought up the noise issues and is trying to use good science to find the facts.  Our community planning group does not have the authority to approve or deny anything.  Where are you getting your misinformation?  Come to the meetings and join in.

10.
What is this going to do for property values here in Potrero?

GH
I expect it to improve property values.  Space and time does not permit a complete discussion of why, but I plan to do a Hotline article on it.

11.
Lots of promises are being made by this committee and by Brian, what guarantee do we as a community have that the promises are going to be kept?  And if they are not kept, what then?

GH
I can only deal with specific promises.  What promises are you referring to?  Who told you about these promises?  Blackwater is going through a long drawn out Major Use permit process that under current county “Fast Track” rules will take about two years before they even get a hearing.  The county can say yes or no and if they say no then Blackwater has spent several million dollars for consultants and engineering studies for nothing.  All promises will have to become part of the mitigations or conditions for granting the permit.  If those conditions are not met then what a class action law suit some attorney can have on behalf of the community.

The public is invited to all of our meetings.  I hope to see you there.  All the best,

Gordon Hammers

Chair, Potrero Community Planning Group

CC:  Supervisor Dianne Jacob

Greg Krys

Department of Planning and Land Use

5201 Ruffin Road

San Diego, CA  92123

Re:  Potrero Planning Group Vote for Blackwater West

Dear Greg,

I am an elected official of the Potrero Planning Group.  I was unable to participate in the December 14, 2006 vote on the Blackwater USA proposal for building and Enhancement Training Facility on Round Potrero Road in Potrero.  As the County document that initiated the request for a motion was never officially presented as correspondence at the October or December meeting, I was unaware a vote was planned.  If so, I would have voted against the motion.

It has become increasingly clear that Blackwater West does not meet the rural atmosphere of Potrero, or that of the extended Mountain Empire area.  Although a Community Character Statement has not been established for Potrero, Blackwater West does not meet the basic characteristics or atmosphere of this rural hamlet.

Their proposed facility does not correspond with the agricultural zoning designation of this rural area.  The meadowland and pasture that is the predominant feature of the valley will disappear and environmentally sensitive or endangered species will be disrupted; all of which threaten the already precarious ecological balance.

The square footage of the facility outlined in Blackwater’s application is indicative of growth beyond the initial 824 acre purchase, and water usage becomes an even greater concern.  With drought predictions extending into the future, residential and commercial development in Potrero should be constrained due to limited groundwater supplies.

Traffic and pollutants associated with their vans, buses, employee, staff and delivery vehicles will increase exponentially; this in combination with the ever increasing truck, commuter traffic, and resultant pollutants from Tecate, Mexico.  Noise levels from said traffic and proposed shooting ranges will disrupt the peace and serenity residents are accustomed to.  The County’s simulated test relating to the carbine and pistol ranges has not comforted, nor assured apprehensive community members.

Although Blackwater has offered their proposed facility as a natural disaster safe haven, and employment to area residents, these overtures have not been presented to community members in writing and not mitigate the negatives.

With this letter I am formally submitting that, as a Potrero Planning Group Member and resident, I am against Blackwater West in Potrero and request that this document be placed in the file for future review throught he application process.

Respectfully,

Jan M. Hedlun
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